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Chinese New Year
6th-8th grade years
Peyton Marchie
(8th grade 2008 rat)
Staff

Each year there is always a new Chinese
New Year zodiac sign so here we will go
through the 6th-8th grade Chinese zodiac
sign and find out about your personality or
just you in general from the Chinese zodiac
signs!
continued on page 2

History Behind Valentine’s
Day
Isabel Oseguera
Staff

We all know that
Valentine’s Day
symbolizes love
and gifts in the
name of St. Valentine. But do you guys know about this
saint, and how this tradition came to be?
Good thing you came to the right place. There
are different theories about St. Valentine, but
the most famous story is where he became
imprisoned after trying to help Christians
escape a harsh Roman Prison, where they
were tortured. It has said that he sent the first
valentine greetings himself, after falling in
love with a girl, who might possibly be the
jailor’s daughter. She would visit him often
before his death. Supposedly before he died
he wrote a letter for her and signing it, “from
your Valentine!” Because of this story, by the
middle age Valentine became the most popular Saint in England and France. People became celebrating around the 17th century.
Esther A. Holland was said to be the first to
sell valentine greeting cards; because of that,
everyone knew her as ¨Mother of Valentine.¨ Today people celebrate this special day
by buying candy, flowers, and spending time
with someone we love. The most common
candy that people buy is chocolate. A long
time ago chocolate was considered highly
value luxury and considered a ¨Love
Food¨. Another popular candy that is bought
is little heart shaped candies with little messages. It became popular around the time of
the Civil War. Not only is Valentine’s Day is
celebrate love; but it also celebrates care and
affection. Hopefully this year you guys have
fun receiving and giving out candy to those
who matter the most to you. Happy Valentine’s Day!

Kindness Week
Malcolm Solt
Staff

This year’s Kindness Week was unique and fun. Students participated each day, sharing their spirit with everyone. Every day some one
in some way will show kindness to someone else which will make their day. A lot of people can feel bad and tired but be lifted up by a
nice comment. Just by saying something like “I like your shoes” or “I hope you have a good day” can make someone feel a lot better. Also if you say something nice to someone or do something nice for them they might return the favor in the future. Very rarely will
someone treat someone nicely and the other person will treat them badly back. Here are some ways you can show kindness to your
mom, dad, grandma, grandpa, or anyone that you run into. You can hold the door open for someone, pick up trash, tell a joke, help
make dinner, compliment a friend, bake dessert for a neighbor, or just do anything you can think of. It never hurts to be kind to someone. Kindness counts.

Vamanos a Costa Rica
Staff

Students from Mrs. Juergens’ Spanish
3-4 classes created and performed skits
about taking a trip to Costa Rica. Each
group spoke their lines in Spanish and
practiced vocabulary and grammar for
their upcoming exam-in a fun way.
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Julia Carlson

6th grade: Tiger(2010)-Ox(2009)
People who are tigers are mostly brave, confident and competitive! You guys are also born leaders who prefer
to give orders rather than following them. Tigers are natural born leaders who never face a dull moment. You
guys are really strong and you think highly of yourself but care for people around you but yes you guys do
tend to get distracted easily but that's what makes you you! Your uniqueness and that you act a bit differently
because of your personality
7th grade: Ox(2009)-Rat(2008)
People who are oxes are strong, reliable and fair. They inspire confidence in other people. They hold themselves to strong standards and believe in themselves but don't like having any challenges because they are
scared to fail (It's alright to fail. It's just a part of learning<3) The myth legend from the rat tricking you, you
hold yourself to high standards and you don't want to fail. People say that oxes have that type of personality
comes from the rat tricking you.
Rats are very ambitious and work really hard whenever they need to achieve something like their goals. They
are charming, make friends easily and really talkative. Though Rats are very talkative they like to keep their
personal life to themselves. You guys are also really clever and good at problem solving and sneaking around
places and not getting caught when sneaking around. You guys are also the first out of every chinese zodiac
animal! Rats are tricksters also based on the myth legend that the jade emperor decided that there would be a
race and the one who one would be the first zodiac animal and the rat tricked the ox into giving him a ride to
the finish line but the rat crossed the finish line first. That means that you guys take your resources to your
advantage to help yourself out first
8th grade: Rat(2008)-Pig(2007)
Pigs are honest and admire a lot of people. They always care for their friends and are always there for them.
They are the best friends everyone can rely on! You guys always like to learn new things but at the same time
people like to take advantage of how nice you are and are quite blind to people trying to do that to you. But,
you guys do speak your mind whenever something is bothering you can let people know what is going
through your mind.
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Xbox acquires Activision Blizzard for over $68 billion
Even amidst a lawsuit from the state of California, Activision
Blizzard joins the Xbox team
Benicio Toruño Dailey
Staff

On July 20, 2021, the world learned about the horrible events that took place in the Activision Blizzard company. Over 2 years of investigation from the state of California led to one of the biggest lawsuits the gaming
industry has ever seen. Everyone saw this as the downfall of one of the most storied and hated companies in
the industry. But on January 18, 2022, Microsoft stepped in and bought Activision Blizzard for over $68
BILLION. Just last year, Xbox purchased Zenimax, the parent company of Bethesda, for $7.5 billion. But
people wonder why Xbox is purchasing Activision Blizzard, especially after the details of the lawsuit and
the failure of Call of Duty: Vanguard and other Activision Blizzard games that have not done so well or
have been constantly delayed. And, more importantly, how will this affect you and you playing your favorite
games?
The main game that Activision has been focusing on recently is Call of Duty, which is the highest-selling
FPS franchise of all time. It’s been their main cash cow and Activision has been giving it the most attention out of all their other games. COD fans are optimistic about this deal because it may finally get COD off its annual cycle of games. Every year, one of the three COD developers (Treyarch, Raven Software, and Sledgehammer Games) puts out a new COD
game, regardless of how well or poorly the last game did. The most recent game, Call of Duty: Vanguard, was met with negative reviews but was still the highest selling game of December 2021. The second part of Activision Blizzard, Blizzard Entertainment is struggling. Even before the workplace lawsuit, Blizzard wasn’t doing too well, Overwatch was on a
heavy decline and World of Warcraft was doing worse than ever before, with other MMO games like Final Fantasy XIV (14) and New World snatching up all of WoW’s player base.
The lawsuit only worsened that. So why would Xbox go all-in on Activision Blizzard? Well, Xbox hopes to not only change the workplace in the Activision Blizzard offices, but they
also want to add to Xbox Game Pass, which is without a doubt, the greatest deal in gaming at the moment. Xbox is planning to most games that their developers make to Game Pass,
which has been their approach for the past 2 years or so.
Xbox has recently stated that they don’t plan to make any current games Xbox exclusives, but future games are a different story. With rumors of the Elder Scrolls 6 being an Xbox exclusive, Xbox is filled with games and developers at their disposal. But people have been wondering, will Xbox do anything with Activision Blizzard? Xbox is notorious for buying out
well-known game studios, and not utilizing them or their franchises as buying points for the console. However, now with Bethesda and Activision Blizzard under their belt, Xbox
seems like a serious contender for the next following years to come.

The Problem with Video Games
Curtis Singleton
Staff

This idea came
up when my
friends were
talking about
games that got
killed off. So
imagine you're
on your couch
or bed playing
video games,
and you get
bored. Why
are you bored
if video games are fun?. To answer this question, it's because there's repetition included in 95% of video games. You're grinding for an item that
uses in-game my currency. That currency comes with rng (random number generator). So you are trying your best to get the item you want but it
comes at a real-life price, time-wasting. This is why you get bored because the games you play waste a lot of your time by exploring the open
world which is boring. Say, for example, Fortnite. Fortnite is a metaverse
which is an open-world combat game. There's a thing called “quest”. In
order to get the item you want. You have to find or “grind” for it. Which
is a complete waste of time. Minecraft follows the same thing, grind for it.
All video games are the same. The reason you get bored is because of
repetition. So imagine your building Legos and in the handbook, it says to
build a specific build 4x. So you have to find the Lego pieces and build
the build it told you to build. So let's switch back to gaming, the Lego
pieces represent the locations for the item you want. You have to walk all
the way to that location and find the item you want to build the main item
you want. Repeat that 4x, and that's an example of repetition. It's the same
thing that makes the game boring. There's 1 more problem with gaming.
The community/fandom, Fortnite, died because of the toxic community,
Genshin's impact is bad because of the community, and Minecraft online
servers are bad because it has a toxic community. It's the community that
ruins its visibility to other people which makes the game bad. Ever wanted
to post your Minecraft opinion on Twitter, too bad you can't. Ever wanted
to find a calming Minecraft server, too bad you can't because there's a
cheater. Ever wanted to play a calming Fortnite match, TOO BAD YOU
CAN'T because there's that one try hard that ruins the game. If you see my
point of view now you know why the 2 significant problems with videos
are that. Thank you for reading my argument. (btw this is my opinion)

Random Facts You Probably Never
Heard Of
Keigo Pilette
Staff

The Eiffel Tower can be 15 cm taller during the summer.
Some metals are so reactive that they explode on contact with water
A teaspoonful of neutron stars would weigh 6 billion tons.
North Korea and Cuba are the only places you can't buy Coca-Cola.
The hottest chili pepper in the world is so hot it could kill you
The entire world's population could fit inside Los Angeles
Humans are the only animals that blush. (Turkeys too!)
A cockroach can live nine days without its head before it starves to death.
Thomas Edison, who invented the lightbulb, was afraid of the dark.
The little plastic tips at the end of shoelaces are known as aglets.
A shrimp's heart is in its head.
It is physically impossible for pigs to look up into the sky.
The "sixth sick sheik's sixth sheep's sick" is believed to be the toughest
tongue twister in the English language.
A crocodile cannot stick its tongue out.
The Curiosity rover on Mars sings ‘Happy Birthday to itself every year.
Probably the loneliest birthday in the solar system.
Tomato sauce was sold in the 1800s as medicine.
A donkey will sink in quicksand, but a mule won't. (¨The donkeys, due to
their fear and anxiety, struggle to escape from the quicksand and thereby get
trapped deep in the quicksand to death. On the contrary, the mule is said to
remain calm and relaxed when it is caught in quicksand.¨)
Coca-Cola was originally green.

Among Us Game Review
Amogus sussy baka imposter
Noah Boulter
Staff

Among us is or was a hit game made by inner sloth who made
classics like Henry stickman and dig2china. It single handedly
killed fall guys and became one of the most popular games of late
2019 and 2020. But for those that haven’t played among us is a
game where you complete tasks, but you have to fend of an imposter which kills until one is left (or 2 and 3 people are left depending how many imposters there are) or sabotage successfully
and win the game, but the crewmates can also win by voting out
who they think is the imposter or completing all there tasks. But
among us had the same fate as fallguys and player count plummeted and people stopped making streams and videos on the game.
Now that you know what among us is here is my review. At first I
thought that among us was pretty fun and used to play it with my friends a lot but I lost interest almost
immediately because I became repetitive and boring. Soon I started playing again because they added
new features and updates to the game but the new features were bad, the airship map was to big and no
one would fix sabotage in time because of how far they were so it was a free win for the imposter, the
new colours for more players looked to similar to the old ones and sometimes it would look like to of
the same colour, and the worst feature of them all was the new chat system instead of typing out the
messages you had to choose from premade messages so it took to long to make one sentence and you
can hardly make a good sentence but if you have friends just use discord to play it because making the
premade sentences is to hard. Overall the game is so bad because of the chat system and you should just
get some friends and use discord otherwise just casual gameplay is both repetitive and boring. But the
worst thing of all of this is the stupid memes that came with it like amogus, sussy baka, and others.

Things That Don’t Make Sense In Minecraft
Yohan Hanaki
Staff

Minecraft has been around for a long time. But even with all those updates, Mojang left a few things that just don’t fit with physics. And I’m not
just talking about floating trees. I'm talking about things that don’t make
sense in the context of minecraft. I’ve seen people play and, after a year or
two, finally collected enough things to make a proper list of the things that
don’t make sense. I hope you enjoy it!
1. Endermen hate water. No doubt about it. Anywhere from a whole block
of water to 1/10th of a block of water is enough to make them teleport
away. However, they are perfectly content to sit in a cauldron of water until
the end of time. (unless you look at them. Then you should probably run.)
2. Redstone blocks can activate any type of contraption it can fit with, just
as long as it is connected. But what doesn’t make sense is that if you put
two redstone blocks together, and delete the one connected to the piston, door, etc., the item will continue to be activated. And the thing is, it can activate many blocks away, just as long as it was once connected. It just doesn’t make sense!
3. Which would win? A literal pool of lava, or one, green, prickly cactus? You guessed it, the cactus.
Netherite will float in lava, but one touch of a cactus, and POOF! Gone forever.
4. A bucket can hold lava. Makes sense. However, if you put down the lava, and throw the bucket in, it
goes up in flames. How is that possible?!
5. If you fall from a deadly height, you can use a water bucket to save yourself. But think about it: if
you fell from 1,000 feet up and only had one solitary bucket of water, how would you survive?
6. The same thing applies to boats. Fall from a deadly height and stay in a boat. When you hit the
ground, you and the boat are perfectly fine, no hearts taken, no damage at all.
7. Villagers and pillagers are very different. Villagers are content with living in a 3 x 3 x 3 space.
Makes sense for a humble life. However, pillagers need a whole entire mansion to live in. what do they
need it for? They can’t possibly need 1,300+ square blocks (no pun intended) for living!
8.You can milk cows infinitely. Just think about that.
9. Magma blocks will harm you if you stand on them. Unlessyou crouch, you will constantly take damage. Wait, wouldn't crouching hurt you more? Think about it: the more you stay on the hot coals, you
would hurt more. Wouldn’t the most sensible way to cross it would be going as fast as possible?
10. Wither roses give you damage. A campfire gives you damage. However, a single sawblade does
nothing. It is probably the most deadly- looking block in the game, and it does no damage? That just
doesn’t make any sense!
11. Wheat is very strange. It can stand 100 blocks of sand, gravel, and even anvils, yet one jump of a
player- and it’s gone.
12. Drip Leaves are a new item in the new update. It can withstand an anvil, yet when one small feather
drops on it, it drips down.
13. Anvils sink in water. Makes sense. However, you chuck that same anvil into the water in item form,
and, just like everything, it floats.
14. When you tie a lead to an animal, you don’t exactly hold it in your hand. If you go into 3rd person,
you actually hold it with your armpit. How many people hold their leashes in their armpits?!
15. You can block blaze fireballs with a wooden shield without it catching on fire. Isn’t wood fuel for
fire?
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Advisory classes
decorated their doors
with the Kindness
theme.
1st Place: Morumbasi
2nd Place: Carroll
3rd Place: Leezy

MONDAY
School Colors

TUESDAY
Twin Day

WEDNESDAY
Hat Day

THURSDAY
Crazy Hair Day

FRIDAY
Pajama Day
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Model Rocket
Austin Johnstone
Staff

Have you ever wanted
to launch a rocket but
you think it cost millions or billions of dollars, think again. You
can launch them for as
littel as $5.00. The first modern model rocket, and
more importantly, the model rocket motor was designed in 1954 by Orville Carlisle. With the launch of
Sputnik, many young people were trying to build their
own rocket motors, often with tragic results. The Carlisles realized their motor design could be marketed
and provide a safe outlet for a new hobby. They sent
samples to Mr. Stine in January 1957, Stine, and a
range of safety officers at White Sands Missile Range,
built and flew the models, and then devised a safety
handbook for the activity based on his experience at
the range. Over time many companies were on a mission to see who could be the best company for this.
The person who came out on top was Estes Rockets.

Jiu-Jitsu

The Martial Art of Jiu Jitsu
Blake Lauer
Staff

Spelling Bee
Elizabeth Tansey
Staff

This year’s Spelling Bee was again held in the Standley library and as it happens every year, students lasted well into the day.
First students had to be the top spellers in their English class then they progressed to the schoolwide Spelling Bee.
The contestants included: Mila Keres, Kylie Tang, Taha Ibrahim, Nydia Grubbs, Evan Turley, Jonen Merle, Lief Anderson,
Naomi Shim, Jassem Wifak, Hayden Andersen, Natsumi Nishimura, Dot Mau, Lluna Serrats, Caden Truong, Mira Smith,
Noah Beyer, Nawal Jarane-Chacon, Sophee Andres, Frida Ramos, Nisou Miyakoshi, Yousuf Abbas, Safwan Ekush, Inaki
Lanatta, Ashvika Khare, Iva Simic, Emely He, Jaxon Wolfe, James
Reeves, Jordan Yaeger, Sabrian Guerrero, Jrue Frazier, Joaquin Martinez, Emran Toukhy, Marcus Weinfeld, Alexander Innamorato,
Valentina Lopez, Baruch Bejar, Keegan Moore, Khan Ozgun, Lucas
Jiang, Sophia Brignac, Reagan Rowe, Nitika Shrivastava, and Jake
Chavez. Congratulations to the top winners :
1st place Lief Anderson
2nd place Mira Smith
3rd place Nawal Jarane-Chacon

The ancient art of jiu jitsu was meant to be a way of
killing or subduing or killing someone without weapons or any armor. Many other styles of jiu-jitsu were
developed and branched to make many modern martial
arts and combat sports, for example, judo, aikido, sambo, Armeyskiy Rukopashniy Boy(ARB), Brazilian JiuJitsu, and mixed martial arts. jiu can be translated as
"gentle, soft, supple, flexible, pliable, or yielding", and
"jutsu" can be translated as "art or technique.” This
technique was made because practitioners realized that
striking an armored opponent was rendered useless so
they made jiu-jitsu to neutralize these strong points.
Jiu-jitsu was developed to combat the samurai of feudal Japan. Some techniques of jiu-Jitsu are throwing,
takedowns, leg sweeps, trapping, pins, joint locks,
holds, chokeholds, strangulation, gouging, biting, hair
pulling, disengagements, striking, and kicking. Personally, I really like this martial art because when I first
started it was really easy to learn, I suggest you try this
Martial Art out before you judge it.

Debate This!
Ryan Krause
Staff

Ms. Leezy’s Debate Club has staged its first debate
since the school year began. The reason for the almost 8-month wait can be traced back to the club’s
tendency for mind changes, last minute decisions and
reversals that were, unfortunately, prevalent even
before in person school returned. However, the debate
did finally materialize on January 28, 2022, with the
question: Are zoos,Sea World, and museums ethical?
The debate took place during eighth period with Ms
Leezy’s sixth grade class as its audience. The debate
itself took the entire hour and was not the orderly and
dignified affair one traditionally expects from a debate, but the anarchy that unalterably occurs when
middle schoolers are assembled en masse. With the
exception of the opening statements there was barely
two minutes in total where a side talked uninterrupted, leading to some truly memorable moments of fastpaced back and forth, and some moments of utter
confusion where neither the audience nor participants
seemed to know what was going on. As to the actual
arguments, a predictable hitch occurred due to the
fact that the debate concerned the separate topics of
Zoos, Seaworld, and Museums, all of which required
separate strategies to debate their respective morality.
As such, the Debate was much more like two minidebates with Museums earning not even a mention
while zoos and SeaWorld demanded all the focus of
the two teams. It is clear that while the Debate Club
still retains some of its previous pre-pandemic self, it
still requires some additional modification and experimentation to achieve an effectual classroom that
shall undoubtedly be showcased in its next debut,
whenever it shall occur.

Lola Almanza, Eleni Begetis, Alizon Bernard, Rei Boerner, Isaiah Boyd, Joseph Burroughs, Jayla Calixto Fountian, Audrey
Cheng, Eleanor Cheng, Matthew Clarke, Hannah Cook, Riley Devan, Lucia DeWinter, Maria Jose Diaz, Victoria Escalera,
Gaia Furiosi, Dulce Gracia Hernandez, Kennedy Geiser, Ash Grothaus, Nydia Grubbs, Sabrian Guerrero, Addie Hays,
Zaira Hernandez Alonso, Afia Hossain, Jensen Landrey, Clarissa Lopez-Duran, Karisa Mandani, Peyton Marchie, Kylee
Moran-Weiner, Elliana Morrison, Liliana Munoz, Valentina Nonchovich, Nuria Piqueras Arru, Mia Sobotka, Camila
Plascencia, Julissa Rocha, Reagan Rowe, Aria Sedighi, Iva Simic, Issac Servin Negrest, Leilani Silva, Thu Tran, Mia
Vazquez, Maggy Young . Advisors include: Ms. Rennick, Ms. Lattimore, Ms. Foster and Mr. Carroll.

SMS Performing Arts
Elizabeth Tansey
Staff

Welcome to the Drama Club, A new club that has just
been formed by Ms. Rennick and Ms. Lattimore. There
they do plays and theater such as The Grinch and so on.
Here are some interviews from the students.

Mia Sobotka
What are you guys working on?
Choosing the officers
What made you join?
I really like theater and my friends
joined
What do you enjoy about it?
Everyone’s really nice and it’s fun to
meet people
What plays do you want to do?
Annie and Hamilton

Isaiah Boyd
What are you guys working on?
We’re still organizing.
What made you join?
I was one of the people
who started it.
What do you enjoy about it?
How inclusive it is and safe.
What plays do you want to do?
Old 19 century vintage plays

Lucia DeWinter
What are you guys working on?
Figuring out officers
What made you join?
I love drama and acting and directing
What do you enjoy about it?
All the people coming together
What plays do you want to do?
Hamilton, Disney, and Romeo and Juliet
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patched jeans
& styled
crewneck

cute sage
sweater

Fashion Editors: Jensen Landrey, Nathalia Ramirez, Christina Osornio, Ashley Morales, Gaia Furiosi, Brielle Balzon, Elizabeth Tansey, Adelaide Hays

Pink hearted
crewneck

Pink sweater,
fluffy

Red and white
colors

Chains and necklaces are very fashionable and cool to have on because
it makes your outfit pop and sometimes we just have it on to show off.
Jewelry has been very trendy for many reasons. Chains and necklaces
are the key accessory to every outfit you style. Chain necklaces are
clean, layerable, and just as casual as they need to be.
-Nathalia Ramirez
Though it is small, many
people love it because
it's cute, stylish, and
popular due to its size
and convenience to
make an outfit cuter.
-Ashley Morales
Nails are artistic in many
different ways, you can
choose your own designs
and colors.
They can express you or
a feeling, they can make
people feel like themselves. Anyone can learn
how to make nails, they
can test their art abilities.
You can see lots of peo-

Crocs are very
comfortable and
fashionable with
the jibbitz we
decorate are crocs
with you can get
crocs in any color
and get jibbitz
with animal food
or even sport you
like , crocs are
very comfortable
to wear you can
fashion crocs with
any outfit. Nathalia Ramirez
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